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LAWS AND REGULATIONS, 

OF T H E 

j4merican Philosophical Society, 

Held at PHILADELPHIA, for promoting 

Useful Knowledge. 



TW O Societies having formerly fublifted in 
Philadelphia, whofe views and ends were 
the fame, viz. " the Advancement of ujeful Know- 
" ledge' — it was judged that their Union would be 
of public advantage ; and they were accordingly 
united January 2d, 1769, by a certain Funda- 
mental Agreement ; the chief Articles of 
which are 

Firjl, That the name of the United Society fhallbe 
The American Philofophical Society, held at Philadelphia, 
for promoting ufejul Knowledge. 

Secondly, That there fhall be the following 
Officers of the Society, viz. one Patron, one 
Preftdent, three Vice-Prefidents, one Treajurer, tour 
Secretaries, and three Curators. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, That all the above Officers (hall be 
chofen annually by ballot, at the firft meeting of 
the Society in January ; excepting only that in- 
ftead of ele6ling a Patron, the Governor of the 
Province be requefted to be Patron. 

Other Laws were lo be made by the United Sc- 
ciety ; and accordingly the following LAWS, &c. 
were paflfed February 3d, 1769, 

1. Of the annual payments to be made by Members, 

EVERY Member of this Society Qiairfubfcribc 
Ten Shillings yc2ix\y, to be applied by the Society 
to fuch purpofes as they lliall direft ; and no 
Member Ihall be entitled to a vote in the annual 
Eleflioa of Officers, unlefs it appears that he has 
paid into the hands of the Treafurer, the fubfcrip- 
tion of the proceeding year, and all former ar- 
rears, if any there were. 

Every Member hereafter to be chofen, agree- 
able to the Laws of this Society, fhall pay Ten 
Shillings admiOion money, and aUo fubfcribe for 
tlic yearly payment of Ten Shillings, before he is 
entitled to have any vote in the bufinefs of the 
Society at their meetings. 

n. Of the ckUion cf Members. 

The Ji^LECTioN of new Members Ihall be by 
BalioL, and that only on the third Friday in the 
months of January, April, July and Oftober ; 
and in order to luch ele£lion at leafl twenty 
Members mull be prefent. Any 
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Any Member may, at any meeting, propofe 
fuch perfon or perfons, as he thinks proper to be 
a Member or Members of this Society ; but no 
perfon fhall be ballotted for, unlefs his name, to- 
gether with the name or names of the Member or 
Members who propofed him, has been fixed up 
by the Secretaries for the view of the Society, at 
the two meetings proceeding the time of ele6lion. 
Nor ihall any perfon be deemed duly chofen 
unlefs three-fourths of the voles of the whole 
Members be in his favour. 

III. Of the Ojjicers, and, manner of their eUEtion. 

The election of fuch Officers as are to be chofen 
in this Society, fhall be on the firll Friday in Janu- 
ary every year, by ballot or written ticket, be- 
tween the hours of Two and Five in the after- 
noon, at fuch place in this city as fhall be fixed 
by the Society at their previous meeting on the 
third Friday in December every year ; of which 
notice fliall be given in the Gazette, or fuch other 
public Papers as the Society fhall order, at lead 
one week before the day of election. 

Before opening the election, the company that 
fhall be met. at half an hour after Two, fiiall ap- 
point three Members of the Society as judges of 
the eleftion, and alfo two clerks or fecretaries, 
for taking down the names of the voters. And in 
cafe of an equality of votes for any Officer, after 
calling up the ballots, the decifion fhall be by lots, 
to be drawn by one of the judges. 

IV. Of 
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IV. Of the PrefdenL 

The Prefident is to prefide at all meetings, to 
preferve order, to regulate the debates, and to 
ilate and put queftions, agreeable to the fenfe 
and intention of the Members. 

V. Of the Vice-Prefidents. 

In the abfence of the Prefident, his duty fhall 
devolve on the Vice-Prefidents, fo that they fhall 
prefide alternately at meetings. But if the Vice- 
Prefident, v/hofe turn it is to prefide at any meet- 
ing, fhould be abfent, his place fhall be fupplied 
by any of the other Vice-Prefidents, who fhall be 
prefent, according as he may be next in turn If 
only one Vice-Prefident be prefent, he fhall of 
courfe prefide ; and if neither the Prefident, nor 
any Vice-Prefident be prefent, the Members met, 
fhall appoint one of their number to take the 
chair for that meeting. 

VI. Of the Treafurer. 

The Treafurer fhall receive the fubfcriptions of 
the Members, and all other monies that may be- 
come due to tlie Society, and fnall pay the fame 
agreeable to their orders, certified to him by the 
Prefident, Vice-Prefident or Member, who was in 
the Chair when the order was made. The Trea- 
furer fhall keep a regular account of all monies 
received and paid by him as aforefaid ; and once 
every year, or oftner if required by the Society, 

he 
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he fhall render an account to them of the ftock in 
his hands, and the difburfements made by their 
order, and {hall deliver up to his fucceflbr the 
books and all papers belonging to them, together 
with the ballance of cafh in his hands. And for 
the faithful difcharge of his trull;, he fhall, before 
he enters on his office, give bond and fecurii^ to 
the Prelident and Vice-Prefidents, in double the 
fum which ttiey, or any three of them, fhall 
judge he may probably become entrufted with, 
during his faid office. 

VII. Of the Secretaries. 

The Secretaries fliall fo fettle matters as to 
take equal fhares of all bufinefs. and fo as that 
two of them Ihall ferve at every meeting, viz. 
one to take the minutes, and one to read all let- 
ters and papers that may be communicated to the 
Society. It is alfo the bufinefs uf the two Secre- 
taries of each particular meeting, to copy into 
the minute book the proceedings of that meeting, 
in order to produce the fame fair to the next 
meeting. They are further to copy into the pro- 
per books all fuch letters, papers and elfays, as 
the Society may think fit to preferve on record, 
and to have the fame ready to be laid before the 
next meeting. 

The other two Secretaries are, in the mean 
while, to give notice to new members of their 
eleclion, and agreeable to the direftions of the 

b Society, 
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Society, to write or anfwer letters ; and, in ge- 
neral, to manage all matters of Correfpondence. 

The Secretaries may, for their own eafe, 
change places ; fo that the two who have ferved 
as correfponding. Secretaries, for one month or li- 
mited time, fhall take their turn to ferve for the 
like time as fitting or attending Secretaries, 

VIII. Of the Curators. 

The buiinefs of the Curatohs fhall be to take^ 
charge of, and preferve, all Specimens of natural 
Produaions, whether of the ANIMAL, VEGETA- 
BLE or FOSSIL Kingdom; all Models. of Machines 
and Inftruments, and all other matters and things 
belonging to the Society, whirh fliall be com- 
mitted to them ; to clafs and arrange them in 
their proper order, and keep an exact lift of them, 
with the names of the refpeftive donors, in a 
book provided for that purpofe ; which book 
fliall be laid before the Society, as often as 
called for. 

The Curators, on entering upon their office, 
fiiall give fuch a receipt for every thing that is 
committed to their charge, as the Society fhall 
think proper; and, at the end of their termj fhall 
deliver up the fame to their fuccelTors. For the 
faithful performance of their duty, and of the 
truft repofed in them, they fhall give bond to the 
Prefidents, and VicePrefidents, in fuch a fum as 
they, or anythree of them, (hall require. 

IX. Of 
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IX. Of the Meetings of the Society. 

The ordinary Meetings of the Society fhall be 
on the firll and third Fridays of every month, 
from 06tober to May, both inclufive, at Six 
o'clock in the evening, and on the third Friday 
in each of the other four months at Seven o'clock. 

No Meeting fhall be continued after ten o'clock, 
nor any new matter be introduced by motion, 
or othcrwife, after nine o'clock. 

X. Of the difpofxtion of Money, and making new Laws, 

No part of the Society's ftock fhall be difpofed 
of in Premiums, or otherwife, nor fhall any new 
laws be made, until th6 fame have been propofed 
at one meeting, and are agreed to by two-thfrds 
of twenty or more Members prelent at a fubfe- 
quent meeting. 

XL Of other Proceedings of- the Society. 

No queftion fhall be put on a motion, unlefs the 
motion he feconded ; and the determination ot any 
queftion fhall be hy ballot, intend of open fulFrage, 
if delired by any four Members. In cafe of an 
equality of votes on any queftion, the fame fhall 
be deferred to another meeting. 

When any Member fpeaks he fliall ftand up, 
and addrefs himfelf to the Chair, and the reft 
ihall remain filent in their feats. When two or 
more oflFer to fpeak at the fame time, the pre 

b 2 liding 
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fiding Member, in that, as in other matters of or- 
der, Ihall regulate and determine who fhall 
fpeak firft. 

XII. Of Committees. 

The Members of this Society Ihall be eJafTed 
into one or more of the following Committees. 

1. Geography, Mathematics, Natural Philo- 
fophy and Allronomy. 

a. Medicine and Anatomy. 

3. Natural Hiftory and Chemillry. 

4. Trade and Commerce. 

5. Mechanics and Archite6lure. 

6. Hufbandry and American Improvements. 

These Committees fhall meet on their own ad 
journments, and at fuch other times as the Society 
fhall appoint, for the confideration of any matters 
referred to them, and (hall have power to chufe 
their own Chairman. But no Commdtee, as fuch, 
fliall take up any new bufmefs of the Society, but 
Ihall confine themfelves only to the fubje61?s for 
which they are appointed, and to matters referred 
to them by the Society. 

AtrueCopy, co,nfay.d^.,th ) wiLLIAM SMITH. } , 

t;;;riit:i;'; '.''] Charles Thomson, } ^«— - 
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